
15 April 2016 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 

We certainly have had a busy 

and successful end to the term. 

We had some notable 

performances from the Kids Lit 

Quiz team, Levin exchange, our 

Ki-o-rahi teams, the Grand 

Traverse and the boys football 

team as well as a highly 

successful and a well-supported 

fun run.  

 

It was terrific to see so many 

students, staff and family 

members participate in the recent Grand Traverse Fun Run. Well done to all 

those who finished. We were fortunate enough to pick up $500 as the largest 

team entered. Thank you!! 

 

We have some student reports regarding these extra events to follow. Please 

enjoy reading them. 

 

We now have road works outside the school on Ranui Terrace to repair 

damaged water mains. This will go into the holidays and possibly beyond. 

Access via McLellan Street onto Ranui Terrace is very limited at this stage. 

Please plan accordingly.  

 

Term I school reports will come home today along with Board of Trustees 

election details and a booklet outlining uniform options, particularly for 

winter. Spec reports are also available to be viewed through the school portal 

as of this afternoon. 

 

School will resume after the holidays on Monday 2 May. Thanks for your 

support this term. Take care and, whenever possible, enjoy your time together 

as a family. 

 

Today Andrew Fuller looks at how to get your young person and dealing with 

grief. 

 

Regards 

 

BRENDON HENDERSON 

Principal 



 

  



SCHOOL NOTICES 

Boys Ki-o-Rahi Team 

 

 

 

 

Tawa Intermediate School competed in a ki-o-rahi tournament during 

week 9. Our first game was against Naenae Intermediate School and they 

were really competitive. We pulled together to beat them 16-12.  

 

Straight after that we played against our nemesis team, Brandon 

Intermediate and we soon found ourselves down by a few points. After a 

stern talk by our coaches we managed to win that game by 2 points, but 

we knew we would meet them again later. We then went on to defeat 

Titahi Bay Intermediate School. This meant that we had to play Brandon 

Intermediate again in the final. We played a lot better and won it 

convincingly which meant we won the tournament for the second year in 

a row.  

By Tek and Ashton 

 

 



Girls Ki-o-Rahi Team 

First off the Ki-O-Rahi Girls team played Titahi Bay Intermediate. We 

managed to keep on scoring tries and also did well with hitting the tupu 

to gain points, which made the score jump up to 20-4 for us. The next 

two rounds we sat and watched Naenae Intermediate and Brandon 

Intermediate play so we could find what their strengths and weaknesses 

were. After the two rounds went by, it was now time to play Brandon 

Intermediate. We had a slow start which cost us in the end, the score was 

8-14 to Brandon Intermediate. We shook it off and straight after that 

game we played Naenae Intermediate. That school played hard but we 

didn’t think about it and kept on playing our game. With lots of good 

combinations and smart plays we were able to come out with a win. The 

end score was 22-5. We then went around and supported the mixed 

team and the boys’ team. It was finally time to play in the finals. With 

nerves rushing, we said a quick karakia to give us some more confidence 

and make sure we were able to do well. Knowing that Brandon 

Intermediate beat us in the previous round made us want to work even 

harder. Four of the hardest quarters were played in that game. 

Unfortunately, we lost 10-9. At the end of the day we came 2nd. Thank 

you to Mr Goosen for training us throughout the term and also to 

Miss Marlow for being there and believing in us. He pai rawa atu te mahi 

o te roopu Ki o Rahi! 

By Torren 

 

Mixed Team 

At this year's tournament we played exceptionally well. We all knew it 

was going to be a hard whakataetae because there were many schools 

involved. I was very proud to be selected as the captain of the Ki-o-rahi 

mixed team. We played against Te Ara Whanui 2 and sadly lost 9-18 

(they were the mix winners at the end of the day) and then we had a 

break. We then played Naenae Intermediate and we were in the lead but 

they came back and we just lost 12-13. We had another break to recover 

some of our energy. Our third game was against Tairangi School and we 

played really well beating them 17-5. So we made it to the playoffs 

against Te Ara Whanui 1 when we scored our highest total 35-4 and we 

came fifth out of all the schools. We were really happy with our results, 

but at the same time we were all pretty gutted that we didn't come first. 

By Patariki  



Cricket Report 

 

On the crisp, chilly morning of Wednesday 6 April our T.I.S girls’ cricket team 

was feeling pretty excited that we had the opportunity to play our first game 

of cricket at the Basin Reserve. Jemima, Kate and Amelia from the college were 

coming along to help us.  

 

When we arrived we were thrilled to see we had our own changing rooms, but 

we were gutted to then find out we had the Visitors’ Room and Raroa (our 

opposition) had the Home Room, which was far, far better.  

 

Outside on the field we were all a bit surprised when we found out that we 

were playing on a full sized pitch, but that didn’t stop us from getting straight 

into our warm up. We threw the ball around for a while, went for a jog, and 

then we started to warm up our starting batswomen. 

 

Georgia was the captain and she did the toss. Sadly we lost so we were batting 

first. Iris and Caitlin opened the batting. Iris stayed in for a while but Caitlin 

was soon out. Georgia came in and hit the ball hard. But Iris and Georgia did 

not last long. The rest of the team batted with Ella being the only one who 

stayed in for some time. After everyone was out we had the half-time break. 

Our final score was 37. 

 

When we bowled, Iris started and then Georgia. Georgia took a nice catch and 

then Iris took a wicket. We had some brilliant fielding but that was the end of 

the game for us. Raroa easily caught up and reached their target of 38 runs, 

making them the winners.  

 

We decided that since we still had plenty of time before we had to be back at 

school, we would carry on fielding. Raroa got some more runs and we got a 

few more wickets. After our fun game we said goodbye to Raroa then went 

back to our changing room, got our bags and headed back to school.  

 

It was a super fun day out playing cricket, even though we lost. 

 

Thanks to Mr Henderson and Mr Smith for organising and letting us go on the 

trip and thanks Amelia, Jemima and Kate for training us and to all the parents 

who drove us there and back.  

 

By Charlotte and Iris     

    

  



 

 

 

3 2 1 Nurrrrr Off we race down the beach being careful to start at a good pace and 

not to exhaust ourselves too soon. The churning water encouraged us on our way 

past. Up the hill and round the corner, marshals in fluro vests marking the track. 

Sweat dripped from our foreheads as we pump our arms up the hill, whoosh my hat 

flies off in the raging wind.  I retrieve it and look up towards the top with its purple 

flags taunting me. I reach the top only to jog down the other side to a water station. I 

chug down a glass and carry on down the uneven path.  

This was the Porirua Grand Traverse, held on Sunday 3 April 2016. 43 students and a 

whopping 5 staff from our school participated in this event. A 7.2km run/walk 

starting at Titahi Bay beach by the surf club and ending at the Whitireia Polytechnic. 

Our school won a prize of $500 for having the most students from our school 

running. All in all it was a great event that brought lots of people together. This run is 

held every year and it never gets old. If you haven’t done it yet, it's a great challenge 

so give it a shot in 2017. 

By Casper – Room 1 

 

Kids Lit 2016 

by Casper, Chelsea, Kailey and Cassie 

  

Kids Lit 2016 was held at Papakowhai School on Monday 11 April. There 

were 53 teams all stuck into one tiny school hall. Times that by 4 and 

well, you get the picture. We were cramped! Thankfully our place was 

right by the door - we just walked right in and there it was!   

 

There were ten categories: Legends, Princesses, Rivers, Romance, Sports, 

Secrets, Superheroes, Who Is This, Wings, and Wolves. We got to choose 

one category to double our points on before we started. We chose 

Princesses (Casper’s Idea), which was fortunate as we scored well on it. 

This meant that instead of getting 9/10 we got 18. 

 

The scores for the other categories were Legends 6.5/10, Princesses 9/10, 

Rivers 7/10, Romance 6/10, Secrets 8/10, Sport 4/10, Superheroes 8/10, 

Who is it 8/10, Wings 9/10 and Wolves 9/10. We got the most correct 



answers out of all the teams on the Secrets category with 8/10. For this 

each member of our team won a $5 Whitcoull’s voucher. 

 

First place in the competition was Wellesley A team with 91 points 

Second place was Raroa with 87, third was Wellesley B team with 84 

points, and we came forth equal with 83.5 points, tying with Discovery 

School. We were very surprised and pleased with our result. It is the best 

result our school has ever got in the history of Kids Lit. 

 

Our team was Casper, Cassie, Chelsea, Kailey and our faithful reserve and 

coach, Julianna. 
 

 

 

Levin Exchange 

 

On Thursday 7 April, five of our school rep teams headed out to Levin 

Intermediate. We were welcomed with a powhiri and morning tea 

before heading off to play our games. 

 

First, our Touch Team played and lost 8-3, then our Softball Team won 

13-4. Later on, the Football Team won 7-1 and the Year 7 Netball Team 

won 10-9. We rounded up the exchange with our Year 8 Netball Team 

winning 19-16. We had a delicious barbeque lunch while listening to some 

of our host’s school bands. We ended the day with waiata, farewells and 

the bus trip back to school. We all had an awesome day!  

 

Thank you to all the teachers who organised this event and those who 

coached teams and supervised us while we were there. Thank you & 

congratulations to all the students who came and represented our school 

at this event and finally, thank you to Levin Intermediate for hosting this 

marvellous event! We all thoroughly enjoyed this day and we can’t wait 

for next year!  

By Amelia  

 

  



 

 

Boys Football Report 2016 

By Fraser Brown 

 

 

 

On Monday we travelled to Wakefield Park to compete in the WRISSA Football 

Tournament, which included teams from 14 different intermediate schools from the 

greater Wellington region. We took a squad of 16 boys who have been training 

together on Tuesday and Friday lunchtimes since the beginning of the year. We 

played good attacking football throughout the day and played well as a team 

together. We played six games in total and achieved the following results: 

 

Tawa Int 3 - 0 Naenae Int  

Tawa Int 1 - 0 Maidstone Int 

Tawa Int 6 - 0 Avalon Int 

Tawa Int 7 - 0 Titahi Bay Int 

Tawa Int 3 - 0 Masterton Int (Semi-Final) 

Tawa Int 2 - 0 Raroa Int (Final) 

 

Our victory against Raroa in the final meant that Tawa Intermediate won the WRISSA 

trophy for the first time since the tournament was changed to include the greater 

Wellington area over 10 years ago. 

 

It was a good day, and finished off a good term, as we beat Levin Intermediate 7 - 1 

at the Levin Intermediate Exchange last week. We are looking forward to our fixtures 

for the rest of the year.  

 



Student achievement 

 

Jacob Waikari-Jones recently competed in the Junior Nationals 

for track and field as part of the Wellington squad. He placed 2
nd

 in 100m 

heat, 3
rd
 overall for 12 boys age group nationally, 1

st
 in 200m heat, 4

th
 

overall for 12 boys age group nationally, 1
st
 in long jump, 1

st
 overall for 12 

boys age group nationally and 1
st
 in 4x100m relay, 1

st
 overall. A superb 

effort. 

 

 

Can you help? 

 

I am looking for some acrylic paint - bright 

colours – red, blue, green, orange etc.  I am 

wondering if any parents out there may have 

little bits of paint in the bottom of tins if they 

would like to donate.  Please email me on buncks@tawaint.school.nz or 

ring the school on 04 232 5201 if you are able to help. 

 

 

WE’RE FUNDRAISING WITH 

ENTERTAINMENT™ 

The NEW 2016|2017 Entertainment™ Books are here! 

 

For every Entertainment™ Book and Entertainment™ Digital 

Membership we sell, $12 contributes to our fundraising! 

 

Pre-purchase before 6 April to receive early bird bonus offers 

worth up to $160! 

 

The new Entertainment™ Memberships are packed with 

thousands of up to 50% OFF and 2-for-1 offers that you can 

use through to 1 June 2017. 

 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/10q5488 

 

The more Memberships we sell, the more we raise! Please tell your family and friends. Thank 

you for your support! 

  

For enquiries, please contact:  Robyn Appleby 

Phone: 04 2325201 

Email: robyn.appleby@tawaint.school.nz 

Group name: Tawa Intermediate School 

mailto:buncks@tawaint.school.nz
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/10q5488


 

 

 



 
 

2 May  Term 2 begins 

18 May   Inter-Intermediate Rugby Sevens 

25 May  Cross Country 

26 May  Otago Problem Solving 

31 May  ICAS Science 

3 June  Teacher Only Day 

6 June  Queens Birthday Monday 

8 June  Inter-Intermediate Cross Country 

13 June  Gardasil Dose 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 

 

Robot Rumpus! 

April School Holiday Programme 

  

When and Where What’s On 

Tuesday, April 19, 10.30AM, Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

Wednesday, April 20, 1.30PM, Cannons 

Creek Library 

Read Like a Robot – stories and craft 

Thursday, April 21, 10.30AM, Porirua Library 

                   1.30PM, Cannons Creek Library 

Robotic Stories and Craft 

Read Like a Robot – stories and craft 

Friday, April 22, 10.30AM, Whitby Library Robot-themed Toddler Time 

Tuesday, April 26, 10.30AM, Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

Wednesday, April 27, 1.30PM, Cannons 

Creek Library 

Read Like a Robot – stories and craft 

Thursday, April 28, 10.30AM, Porirua Library 

                1.30PM, Cannons Creek Library 

Robotic Stories and Craft 

Read Like a Robot – stories and craft 

Friday, April 29, 10.30AM, Whitby Library Toddler Time 

All holidays, Whitby Library Something’s Fishy activities 



Zendoodle & Colouring Holiday Workshop is back for the April holidays! 

Have a break, pop into the gym, get some quiet shopping done or meet up with a friend 

while your children are having fun being creative! Includes take home cool framed art piece!   

 

Tuesday 19 April, 10-12 at the Churton Park Community Centre. 

Wednesday 20 April, 10-12 at the Tawa Community Centre Boardroom 

 

$15. Includes workbook, all materials, framed art piece and healthy snack & drink! Suitable 

for children age 7+.  Register to secure your spot as places are limited: Call or txt Monique at 

021 134 7541, or email monique@easynowmindfulness.com. Find me on Facebook, Twitter 

& Instagram, and http://easynowmindfulness.com. 

 

Also running 8-week mindfulness stress reduction training, 4-week mindfulness for parents’ 

class, and a monthly colouring for adults meetup in the Wellington region. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:monique@easynowmindfulness.com
http://easynowmindfulness.com.a/


 

Bigair Gyms popular Holiday Programme is 

open for bookings NOW! We run gym circuits, 

challenges, competitions, free play, structured 

games and talent quests. Children that love gym 

will love practicing and extending their skills 

during these sessions. Call the office on 04 232 

3508 to book half or full day sessions. 

  

Bigair Gym offers classes in Trampoline, Toddler Gym, Preschool and School Aged 

Gymnastics, Parkour, Cheer and Tumbling classes, plus Open Gym Teen/Adults 

Sessions. Bookings are open for Term 2 NOW! Classes fill up fast so call Bigair today! 

Call 232 3508 or email office@bigairgym.co.nz 

 

 

 

Holiday Funclub:  Baking and Craft Holiday Programmes for children 

aged from 4 - 10 are being offered by Hayley Balmer, a teacher, in 

Redwood, Tawa on 19, 21 & 22 April. Each 3 hour session is different and 

children can come for as many sessions as they like.  E-

mail hayley.balmer@xtra.co.nz for further details. 

 

 

It's time to sign up for Junior Rangers 
It's almost school holidays so it's time to get your Junior Rangers signed up for 
Ranger duty! Pukaha can help keep the kids busy with our hands on, interactive 
school holiday programme. 

Junior Rangers can report for duty these school holidays -Monday to Friday (except 

for ANZAC Monday)  from 11-3.  Get in behind the scenes with our Rangers and 
learn about caring for our birds and our forest. We will look at our insects, plants 
and eco-systems. On your first Junior Ranger duty you will collect your Junior 

Ranger conservation action booklet. Completed conservation actions can earn 
rewards. You might even become a Pukaha Conservation leader. 

Our ranger guides are great at coming up with fun activities to suit the conditions 
but a Junior Rangers motto is " Be prepared" as we go rain or shine! Come and help 
make a difference with us. 

$25 per child (age 6 - 12 years old) includes a packed lunch from Wild Cafe (filled 

roll, fruit, homemade biscuit) plus water.  We prefer the Junior Rangers join our 
programme without their adult however when you bring your Junior Rangers to 
Pukaha you can enjoy a FREE coffee in our Wild Café  and go and enjoy a walk 
around the park for half-price while waiting for the Junior Rangers to come off duty. 

Spaces are limited and bookings are essential. Book now at info@pukaha.org.nz or 
give us a call on 06 375 8004 

  

mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
mailto:hayley.balmer@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@pukaha.org.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 



 


